
 

It is one of our proudest highlights of the 
term when our new reception children 
take the lead in assembly to perform 
their harvest songs for family and 
friends.  

It’s hard to believe that they’ve only 
been in school for seven weeks as they 
sang, danced and spoke so confidently.  

They have loved spending time with their 
Y6 special friends and both groups were 
rewarded with a pumpkin-carving experi-
ence after the assembly.  

It is clear that they have learnt lots 
about autumn and how Christians      
celebrate harvest in church.  

This year, we decided to make our     
harvest table a little bit different by   
arranging our donations into rainbow 

It’s another harvest festival 
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Dates for your diary: 

 

• Friday 21st October 2022– 
break up for half-term 

 

• Monday 31st October 2022– 
return to school and nursery 

 

• Friday 18th November 2022– 
Children in Need day 

 

• Friday 25th November 2022– 
non-uniform for chocolate dona-
tions.  

 

• Wednesday 30th November 
2022– Christmas Fair 3.05pm 

 

• Wednesday 7th December 2022
– EYFS Nativity 10am 

 

• Thursday 8th December 2022– 
Y1 & Y2 Nativity 10am 

 

• Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 
14th December 2022– KS2 pro-
duction of ‘Joseph’ 6pm 

 

• Tuesday 20th December 2022– 
carols around the stable 9.10am 
Break up for Christmas 3pm 

• Return to school 5th January 
2023 

 
Teacher training days still to come 
in this academic year: 
 
Wednesday 4th January 2023 
Friday 19th May 2023 
Friday 21st July 2023 
 
 

colour order.  Just look at the final     
result!  

We want to thank each and every one of 
you for supporting us this term,          
especially where you’ve donated    some-
thing to one of our causes. We know it’s 
not easy at the minute to find more to 
give.  

The staff and residents of Springfield 
Lodge were grateful to receive the     
donations, and they plan to use them 
make some lovely vegetable stocks and 
soups over the winter months.  

 



 

  Y6 had a brilliant RE          
experience recently  
when they visited two 
places of  worship 
across the North East. 

They spent the   
morning with Brother 
Khadim at Newcastle 

Central Mosque where they 
wowed him with their 
knowledge of the Hajj        
pilgrimage.  

After a picnic lunch in       

Mowbray Park in Sunderland, 
they then visited the Guru 
Gobind Singh Gurdwara to 
find out about how Sikhs wor-
ship and support their commu-
nity.  

They were shown the features 
of the Gurdwara including the 
sach kand (a special bedroom 
where the sacred book– Guru 
Granth Sahib- is kept each 
night).  

A visit to the Langar saw 

many children choose to try the 
delicious curry, rice and home-
made chapatti bread on offer. 
Well done Y6! You were         
incredibly respectful of the    
beliefs of others and you came 
back with so many facts.    

Newham has been working 
with The Ogden Trust and 
Durham University to bring 
physics to life for our    
pupils; this is just our latest 
project.  

On the night of 24th No-
vember, we’ll also be joined 
by Durham          Astro-
nomical Society who will 
bring along their telescopes 

We are so excited to be 
able to bring a free event 
to the village as we create 
our own mini Lumiere    
festival in school.  

The big art and science 
event in Durham every two 
years has inspired our   
pupils to work on their own 
light installations.  

For the past 2 years, Mrs 

and lead guided tours of 
the stars.  

We’ve also invited a local 
burger van so families can 
also have tea while visiting. 

In co-ordination with the 
Parish Council, our light 
event will coincide with the 
week of the lighting of the 
village Christmas tree on 
Saturday 26th November.  

Investigating religious diversity in the North East 

West Rainton Primary School mini ‘Lumiere’ 

people we’d like to be. 

We have also been really  
impressed with the effort  
everyone has been putting into 
practicing their reading at 
home each night. This is the 
most important 
thing that we 
ask for in school.  

Reception pupils 
have built on 
their brilliant 
start to phonics 
in nursery with a 
flying start that 
has seen many 

children already blending to 
read words.  

It is just brilliant to see this 
most precious of gifts develop-
ing in all of our pupils.  

Reading that fosters a strong moral compass 

Reading is the key to unlock-
ing all learning done in school. 
Once children have the skills to 
decode and understand the 
written word, the possibilities 
for learning become limitless.  

Across the school, pupils have 
been reading some fantastic 
texts in class, producing some 
stunning writing as a result.  

Our reading journey from 
nursery to Y6, features a 
range of diverse authors and 
often tackles storylines that 
broaden our thinking and 
make us  consider the kind of 
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We’d love to see you all at 
our mini Lumiere event on 

24th November  

Y3/4 have loved exploring the 

lengths some will go to for 

success!  



 

Autumn term 1 has seen so many brilliant learning 
experiences across the school.  

In history units across the school, pupils have been 
exploring key skills such as sequencing the events of 
the gunpowder plot in Year1. Year 2 showed very 
impressive recall of facts about the life and legacy of 
Walter Tull, the first black officer in the British Ar-
my.  

Pupils in classes 5 and 6 used our mural timeline in 
school to explore chronology and where the       
civilisations we study feature and run concurrently.  

There has also been some very impressive 
artwork produced over the first half term. Y1 
have used the work of Pablo Picasso and 
Andy Warhol to produce their own colourful    
portraits, whilst Y2 have produced fantastic 
landscapes and cityscapes inspired by Claude 
Mone t  a nd 
G e o r g i a 
O’Keeffe.  

 

pans which should be arriving from the 
sunny island of Trinidad in the coming 
weeks.  

This is a fantastic resource 
to have in school which, in 
the coming months and 
years, many more of our 
pupils will be able to benefit 
from.  

It has been an ambition for some 
years now, and this term it became a 
reality! The creation of our very own 
steel band has begun.  

Supported by Holly from Durham  
Music Service,  we’ve begun training a 
group of 20 pupils from across KS2.  

The children are getting to grips with 
the different drums in the band and 
are showing good technique and 
rhythm  when     playing.  

Thanks, in part, to a grant from our 
local councilor, Bill Kellett, we’ve also 
been able to source our own set of 

Progress made, one day at a time 

WRPS steel band is formed!  
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Sunshine vibes in the 
cool of autumn. 

If you can see it, you can be it! 

A core objective of our PE and Sports’ 
Premium funding this year is to give 
pupils opportunities to experience elite-
level, professional sport.  

So far, a group of pupils were fortunate 
to be offered a box experience at the 
Stadium of Light to see Sunderland V 
QPR.  

More recently, a group of Y5/6 pupils 
took a Sunday night trip to Whitley 
Bay Ice Rink to see the Warriors take 

on the Deeside Dragons.  

Both experiences were absolutely    
brilliant and showed where hard-work, 
training and patience can lead in sport.  

Look out for more experiences coming 
up in the spring term.  



 

they consider the beliefs and how they are ex-
pressed by people of faith.  

Many of our pupils enjoy sharing their own 
religious experiences from Sunday School and 
this really enriches the lessons.  

We are very well supported in RE by our local 
priests, Rev Holden and Rev Estall. We visit St 
Mary’s church for many occasions throughout 
the year and ensure that all of our pupils     
experience at least one visit to Durham        
Cathedral.  

Our links with Newcastle Central Mosque,   
Sunderland’s Guru Gobind Singh Gurdwara and 
the Jewish community of Gateshead also allow 
us to experience the faiths of others.  

Shortly after the half-term break, a practicing 
Hindu will be sharing her Diwali experience with 
nursery and year 3/4, reading the story of Ra-
ma and Sita, making barfi sweets and creating   

We are incredibly proud of the broad and    
ambitious curriculum offer the pupils at 
West Rainton receive.  

The subject of RE, led in our school by Mrs 
Struthers, follows the Durham authority 
scheme of work.  

Over the years, children build upon their 
knowledge and experience of Christianity 
as they learn about worship in church, 
special occasions and festivals, and what 
the bible teaches. Children, in all year 
groups, spend time each year on the 
themes of Christmas and Easter.  

British values are supported as children 
become more knowledgeable about a range 
of faiths including Islam, Judaism, Bud-
dhism and Hinduism.   

RE lessons support pupils to think critically, 
ask questions and make comparisons  as 

A focus on the subject of RE 

Nursery’s autumn term 

celebrations to life with the          
Hallowe’en-themed activities. The 
children loved showing their adults 
the dough disco routine, some of 
their favourite songs and how they 
respond to blank questioning tasks. 
We are so impressed that our     
morning nursery children are already 
beginning to hear initial sounds in 
words as they make ‘silly 
soup’.  
 
Next half term, the children 
will add to their festivals' 
knowledge when they    
experience Diwali before     
looking ahead to Christmas.  
 
 

What a super start to nursery our 
littlest friends have had!  
Our morning pupils have enjoyed 
exploring autumn in their forest school 
sessions each week. They love nothing 
more than to hunt through the fallen 
leaves for the treasure of conkers or 
acorns beneath.  
 
Our two-year-olds have settled     
incredibly quickly into nursery       
routines and are particularly enjoying 
the outdoor area as they develop 
more expression and growing       
communication skills.  
 
It was brilliant to welcome parents in 
for our first stay-and-play session of 
the year. The adults really helped to 
bring our topic of autumn                

In the next issue of West Rainton Primary Voice… 

• See how our Christmas events spark imagination and magic 

• Look at the subject of computing in WRPS 

• Share in our learning as 2022 comes to a close 
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Are you keeping your de-

tails and permissions up 

to date? 

It is vitally important that you regularly 
check that the information we hold on 
you and your children is up to date.  

We send out annual data collection 
sheets for basic details but we under-
stand things may change in    between.  

Any changes to addresses, contact 
numbers, relative lists, medical infor-
mation and people who are able to 
collect your child must be given to us at 
the earliest opportunity.  

Also, if your permissions for your child 
to have   photos/videos taken have 
changed, it is important to let us know.  

Thank you for helping us to keep our 
data correct and    secure.  

Please see our website for    copies of 
our privacy           statements for par-
ents. 


